Caught in the middle. Under tough scrutiny from the CMS over which patients should be admitted for care, hospitals are frustrated--and patients are fighting back.
As hospitals face growing pressure to reclassify inpatients to "observation" status, patients are the ones being hit with unexpected bills to pay what Medicare won't. One solution to the dilemma is a bill that would restructure the rules on when skilled-nursing care is paid for. "We have very broad-based support," says U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney (D-Conn.), left, one of the House sponsors.